The role of growth factors in vascular cell development and differentiation.
The control of vascular growth and differentiation is a complex system of activity and interaction between positive and negative modulators of these processes. A number of important stimulators and inhibitors of both smooth muscle cells and endothelial cells have now been purified and biochemically characterized. Imbalances in the activity of these factors can result in serious pathologies. In this chapter, we briefly discuss the biology of blood vessel development and growth, review the current literature which describes these stimulators and inhibitors, and discuss current therapeutic strategies designed around these growth modulators.